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From the President’s Desk
Dear Probians,

Loving Greetings to you 
and your family members.

We were all hoping that 
in September, we could 
hold physical meetings. But 
Corona has not died down, 
though the numbers are 

at the same low level. The State Govt. has slapped 
lockdown for social and cultural gatherings up to end 
October, ’21 due to the warning that, with the rainy 
season, the third wave of epidemic may start. We 
have to continue practising SMS (Sanitiser, Masks, 
Social distancing). 

Madras Day is celebrated in August and we had 
the Guest Speaker Sri Karthik Bhat who facilitates 
celebrating Madras Day by various organisations, 
delivered his guest lecture on the “The Madras now 
known as Chennai,” with images and PowerPoint 
presentation. The lecture threw light on various 
historical facets of Madras, which were new to many 

of us. The lecture was well received. We continue 
to maintain good relations with the Russian House 
(erstwhile Russian Centre for Science and Culture) 
and they assured us that the Russian House would 
be made available to us for organising physical 
meetings once the lockdown is lifted and normal 
life resumes. 

The news of three Probians, viz., Pn Rajagopalan 
M.S. (A-241), Pn Sivaraj M.S. (L-321) and Pn 
Venkitasubramaniam P (L-067) leaving us for 
heavenly abode was received in August and we paid 
homage to them in the EC meeting and the Monthly 
Meeting.

Shri V. Kannappan, formerly of ICCI Bank, now 
EVP of Indus Finance Ltd was inducted as a new 
Life Member of our Club during the month. An 
assistance of ` 10,000/- each was sanctioned by the 
EC out of the Silver Jubilee Senior Citizen Medical 
Benefit Fund (SJSCMBF) for two persons, viz., Mrs. 
D Chandrika W/o Kalaimamani Shri P R. Durai and 
Mrs. D Vimala.

Donate Liberally 
for scholarship 

fund and 
avail 80G 

Concessions

Share your 
happiness of 
various events 
in your family 
by donating to 
Sunshine Fund

www.probusclubchennai.com

Those who have infallible judgement though threatened with peril 
will not do acts which have brought disgrace (on former ministers).

÷|¬Ôı √Ω–D ÷πkÕ> ÿƒFBV˙  
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தெளிவான அறிவும் உறுதியும் க�ொண்டவர்கள் 
துன்பத்திலிருந்து விடுபடுவதற்காகக்கூட 
இழிவான செயலில் ஈடுபட மாட்டார்கள்.
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With best compliments from Sri Sundararajan M.S. (Husband Of Late Pn Geetha (L-115)
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With best compliments from Pn Doraiswamy P.K. (L-113)

Dear Probus brothers and sisters,

Greetings to all my fellow Probians. 

In this issue, as already promised, we have included a few interesting pieces shared by some of 
our fellow Probians in the Probus Friends WhatsApp Group. Given the wide spectrum of subjects 
covered by your WhatsApp Group posts, shortlisting a few posts for inclusion in Probuzz was 
quite a challenge. Adding to the challenge was the need to strike a delicate balance between 
multiple sensitive factors.

Interestingly while doing this limited selection exercise, I also had an opportunity to compare my 
limited “Probus Club” experience with my experiences with the other professional bodies I happen 
to be associated with. I am happy to note that our Probus Club really stands apart.

Probians come from far more diverse backgrounds. They come from government departments, 
public sector organisations, private sector giants, global institutions, and self-employed 
professionals – just to name a few. Many of them have occupied powerful positions and wielded 
considerable power and influence. We have amongst us distinguished academics, eminent 
litterateurs, successful entrepreneurs, social service activists, and many others with enviable track 
records. Such a diversified talent-rich cohort is something each one of us should be proud of.

In addition, I found a fascinating difference. And that is the ease and comfort with which many 
of our fellow Probians accept our internal governance structure, despite the power and influence 
they wielded during their working careers. Yet they do not hesitate to share their thoughts, ideas, 
views, and suggestions in the internal meetings and in our WhatsApp Groups. This is an enviable 
organisational ethos that should make our hearts swell with pride.

Given these admirable characteristics and with your continued active cooperation, Probus Club 
Chennai will certainly grow for strength to strength. 

Wishing you happy Probuzz reading,

With best wishes,
EDITOR (vijisbi@gmail.com)
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On the Recognition front, Pn Vijayalakshmi T.V. 
Pulavar and Pn Gnanaprakasam were given Prizes 
for their work by the Kavidai Uravugal during the 
month. PPP Singaraja M. Capt. was awarded the 
“Participation Certificate” for his contribution in the 6 
day International Webinar on “Social Work Profession 
in Geriatric Care – Current Roles, Challenges and 
Emerging Trends” organised by 10 prestigious 
Universities in India, Heritage Foundation and the 
Madras School of Social Work. 

Pn Maala Venkatram, our EC Member, led a team 
of Probians and called on Sri Sylendra Babu, IPS, 
Director General of Police, Tamil Nadu at his office 
on the Raksha Bandhan Day and tied Rakhi. The 
details and photos are elsewhere in this issue.

The response to the appeal made to Probians to 
contribute articles and Strip / other advertisement 
for the Annual Book is overwhelming. Many EC 
Members and Probians have assisted in mobilising 
funds from friendly Probians and their friends and 
their organisations. However, due to extended lock 
down, we have to postpone the physical holding of 
the International Day of the Elderly Function as well 
as the Scholarship Function to later months.

I request the members who are yet to send 
their Personal data, to send the same by email 
to PF Sadagopan G, Joint Secretary, without any 
further delay as the publication of the New Member 
Directory is delayed.

We continued the home visits to Probians of 
age 80+, subject to their permitting the visit and 
the details of home visits done in August are in 
the Secretary’s Report. Meeting and felicitating the 
Senior Probians is a pleasure and spending time 
with them is valuable and helps us to fine-tune our 
activities.

With Prayers for Covid19 wave to die down, 
enabling us to meet physically enjoying each other’s 
company along with Breakfast at an early date, 

WISHING YOU ALL A HEALTHY, PEACEFUL AND 
HAPPY TIME WITH FAMILY, & HOPING FOR EARLY 
RETURN OF NORMAL TIMES,

I remain

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

Ranganathan B
President – Probus Club of Chennai
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With best compliments from Pn Ramanathan N (L-183)

Secretary’s Report
Dear Probians,

My Kind Greetings to all of 
you, your family members and 
friends.

I am delighted to write 
this issue on the occasion of 
The Madras Day celebration. 

In Tamil Nadu, Chennaiites and others celebrate 
the founding of the city of Madras (now Chennai). 
Madraspatnam or Chennapatnam is widely 
acknowledged to have been purchased by the East 
India Company on 22 August 1639, the date which 
is celebrated every year. In 2004, Chennai-based 
journalist Vincent D’Souza first proposed a Madras 
Day to historian Late S. Muthiah along with several 
members of the Chennai Heritage Foundation. 
Madras Day celebrations take place every year 
without fail since then and several events are held 
including exhibitions, lectures, film screenings, and 
quizzes.

It is good to know that Corona infections have 
dropped drastically in Chennai and Tamilnadu. 
Nevertheless, we shouldn't be complacent. We should 
pursue for the next few years the SMS concept, 
no matter what. A safety mask, distancing during 
social interactions, and sanitisation are essential 
for survival. It's more important to survive the next 
couple of years than to worry about your income.

Our EC meeting for August took place on 
14th August 2021. Twenty-four Probians, including 
office bearers, executive committee members, and 
special Invitees attended. EC member Pn Geetha 
Viswanathan rendered the Universal prayer. President 
Pn B. Ranganathan welcomed the participants in 
the meeting. He appealed to members to donate 
liberally for insertion in our Annual Book which will 
be held on October 1st week 2021. Treasurer PF V. 
Balachander read his Treasurer’s Report. Editor Pn A. 
Vijayakumar spoke about Probuzz Newsletter Status 
and Website status. The Secretary gave the vote of 
thanks.

The August 2021 Monthly meeting started 
with Universal Prayer rendered by Pn Jayashree 
Kishore in a melodious voice on 28th Aug 2021. 
The Guest Speaker was Mr Karthik Bhat, a 
Chartered Accountant. Outside of his profession, 

Karthik has been involved in freelance research 
and writing on Madras and its heritage since 
2008. He has contributed articles on the subject 
to Madras Musings, a fortnightly dedicated to the 
city. Karthik is also an amateur Tamil theatre artist. 
A co-founder of Chennai Drama House, started 
in 2008 by a group of alumni from Vidya Mandir, 
he has more than 275 stage appearances to his 
credit with various city-based drama troupes. Our 
President Pn B. Ranganathan welcomed the Guest 
Speaker Mr Karthik Bhat and the Gathering in Zoom 
meeting. He appealed to Probians to contribute to 
the Annual Book advertisement. Our Jt. Secretary 
PF G. Sadagopan Introduced our Guest Speaker. 
Mr Karthik Bhat spoke on the Topic “Interesting 
Facts about Madras now called Chennai”. Sri 
Karthik Bhat explained the Madras City very nicely. 
He explained the details with his PowerPoint 
Presentation. He started calling “Madras as the 1st 
City of Modern India. Seeking a permanent trading 
settlement and investment in a textile-producing 
area, the East India Company negotiated in July 
1639 the purchase of a strip of ‘no man’s sand’ 
three miles long, one mile wide, protected by the 
surf-wracked waters of the Bay of Bengal. On 22nd 
August 1639, Mr Beri Thimmappa and the Dubash 
of Mr Francis Day concluded a deal to establish the 
Fort St. George. In those days, Translators were called 
Dubash. They were assisting the Madras people with 
French, Dutch, Portuguese and English people. The 
Dubashes had become Rich and Powerful, they 
even controlled the Army. Many prominent streets 
of Madras are named after the Dubashes i.e., Linghi 
Chetty Street, Thambu Chetty Street, Kasi Chetty 
Street. Shri Karthik also showed the Madras map 
of 1710. The Present High court of Madras was 
situated at “The Great Pagodas” on those days. He 
said that Chennai corporation was the 2nd oldest 
corporation in the world after London and the first 
mayor of Chennai was Nathaniel Higginson on 29th 
Sep 1688. Britishers contributed to Chenna Keshava 
and Chenna Malleeswarar Temple for construction 
and maintenance. He also mentioned that the Yale 
University of USA was named after Mr Elihu Yale, the 
then Governor of Fort St. George (in the Period 1687 
to 1692). The place of English burial ground in those 
days was today’s Law College. Organised cricket in 
India started from Madras and Island Ground was 
used for Cricket Play. There are Two Clubs - one 
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With best compliments from Pn Suresh Yagneswar (L-337)

was MCC for whites and the other one was MUC 

for others. Responsible for founding the Club was 

M. Buchi Babu Naidu of the Dera Venkataswami 

Naidu clan, and a few of his friends who shared his 

passion for the game. Regarding Madras Movies, a 

woman, who went by the name of Mrs Klug, was 

the first to establish a ‘permanent' cinema theatre in 

Madras during April 1911. Probian Dr V Chockalingam 

MD also shared his experience on Madras. Everyone 

enjoyed the way Mr Karthik Bhat delivered his 

speech. His interaction with our members in the 

question-and-answer session was also well received 

by our Probians. The vote of thanks was proposed 

by Pn M. Annadhurai, Secretary.

Probus Club Ladies team celebrated the Raksha 

Bandhan event in a distinguished manner. Probus 

members Pn Maala Venkatram, Pn Jayashree 

Kishore and Mrs Seethalakshmi Ramaraj along with 

Secretary Pn M. Annadhurai, PPP RT Namasivayam, 

Pn V.Ramaraj and Pn A. Damodaran went to the office 

of Director-General of Police ( DGP) at Radhakrishna 

Salai Chennai on 23rd August 2021. Probian Ladies 

tied the Rakhi on the hand of DGP Dr C. Sylendra 

Babu IPS. They offered traditional Pooja and gave 

sweets to him. He was very cordial and smiling and 

we got a warm welcome when we met him at his 

visitors Hall.

We have been visiting Probians 80 years and older 

at their homes on the Home Visits front. President 

Pn B Ranganathan, Secretary Pn M Annadhurai, 

Treasurer PF Balachander, Jt. Secretary PF G. 

Sadagopan, EC Members Pn V Ramaraj, Pn Jayashree 

Kishore and PPP RT Namasivayam participated in 

theHome Visits. On the 5th of Aug 2021, we called 

on Vice President Dr Nirmala Thyagarajan at her 

house, on the occasion of her 83rd Birthday and 

honoured her with Shawl and Fruits. We visited and 

greeted the third Past President of our Club Pn 
R. Venkatesan IA & AS on his 89th Birthday with 

Shawl and fruits on 13th Aug 2021. The Home visit 

committee visits the Probians only after getting 

confirmations from them. 

On the Rewards & Recognition segment, Sri 

Prabhu, Journalist has written a blog on our Past 

President Dr T. S. Ramaswamy a senior Advocate, 

after an interview lasting more than 4 hours. It is 

available at www.prtraveller.blogspot.com

I am also happy to inform you of a new member 
inducted into our club on 14th Aug 2021. Shri V 
Kannappan, (DoB: 01.12.1953) B.Sc., retired from ICICI 
Bank in 2003. He is working now as Executive Vice 
President at Indus Finance Ltd Chennai. His hobby 
is TV and walking. He resides in Ayyappanthangal, 
Chennai.

I inform with profound sorrow that we have lost 
three Probians. (1) Pn M S Sivaraj, (L-323) 83 years, left 
for heavenly abode on 04 June, 21 due to heart failure. 
Condolences were sent to his daughter Ms Anita 
over 94442-06078. (2) Pn P. Venkita Subramaniam 
(L067) 80 years, passed away on 5th January 2021. 
He underwent Bye pass surgery in November 
2020. A prolific writer, he has written a book on 
cryptography in Tamil. For the Best Book category 
in Tamil, he received an award from the Tamilnadu 
government. He also got an Award from Washington 
University for the same Book. He is survived by his 
wife Mrs Kanthimathi Subramaniyam and his sons 
Mr Parvathynathan and Mr Muthuramakrishnan. 
Condolence messages were sent to Mrs Kanthimathi 
in her Mobile no: 97909 05220 (3) M.S. Rajagopalan 
(L243) retired senior manager with Canara Bank and 
a resident of Mylapore for over three decades, passed 
away on August 11th 2021. He was 89. He was also an 
active member of the Probus Club of Chennai. He 
is survived by his daughters (Nirmala Kannan and 
Anandhi Govindarajan), his son (Murali) and their 
families. Ph: 24994503 / 98410 73664 / 98840 73664. 
May their souls reach the Lotus Feet of God.

I urge every Probian to sponsor the entire Probuzz 
Newsletter by donating ` 5,000/- or at least donate 
for the advertisements by contributing ` 800/- for the 
inner Page and ` 1,000/- for the first and last Page. 
Please send articles, jokes, and your home events 
to our PROBUZZ Editor or me, so that they can be 
published in our newsletter. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express 
sincere thanks to all Probians for their continued 
patronage. Wish you all very happy and cheerful 
days ahead.

M. Annadhurai,
Secretary
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With best compliments from Pf Sridharan P (Pf-03)

We Wish A Very Happy Birthday To All Probians having Birthdays in October 2021

S.No. DOB Name Mem 
No.

1 01 Oct Santhanam S. L-176
2 02 Oct Senthilnathan V. L-288
3 04 Oct George Mathew Brig. L-250
4 07 Oct Sundaram G. Dr. (IAS-retd) L-112
5 07 Oct Prasad D.S.L. L-202
6 08 Oct Subbiah K.S. L-169
7 09 Oct Subramanian S. L-090
8 10 Oct Venkateswara Rao M L-305
9 11 Oct Thulasi G. Dr. L-213
10 12 Oct Rajaraman R. L-231
11 13 Oct Pushpa B. Shah Mrs. L-062
12 13 Oct Vijaya Kumar A. L-279
13 13 Oct Unnikrishnan P. Variyath L-072
14 14 Oct Vivekanandan M. L-278
15 15 Oct Ramamurthi T.V. L-328
16 15 Oct AlagiaKrishnan K L-134
17 16 Oct Sadasivam T.D. L-205

S.No. DOB Name Mem 
No.

18 17 Oct Uday Kumar N L-266
19 19 Oct Appavoo T L-133
20 19 Oct Lakshmanan E.R. A-322
21 21 Oct Vijendra Rao V. L-045
22 22 Oct Subbaraj R. PF 04
23 23 Oct Jaganathan V. L-015
24 23 Oct Hiralal Jethwani L-123A
25 24 Oct Krishnan C. A-305A
26 24 Oct Arumugam M L-186
27 24 Oct Vaidyanathan V.R. L-200A
28 25 Oct Leela Ramanan Mrs. L-159
29 25 Oct Nagendra Prasad C L-289
30 26 Oct Ramaiah D.S. Dr. A-398
31 26 Oct Chandrasekaran C. A-012
32 28 Oct Vasantha M.C. Dr. L-110
33 29 Oct Senthamarai A. Dr. L-032
34 30 Oct Asokkumar R L-304
35 31 Oct Govindan V.S. A-305

A Very Happy Anniversary To All Probians Who Have Wedding Anniversaries During This Period

S.No. Wed Day Name Spouse Name Mem No.

1 04 Oct. Venkateswara Rao M Mrs. M. Tirumala Devi L-305

2 09 Oct. Suresh Mallya Mrs Vidya Kamath L-295

3 20 Oct. Balakrishnan T.S. Mrs. Charumathi Balakrishnan A-284

4 20 Oct. Krishnamurthi N.R. Mrs. Jaya Krishnamurthi L-247

5 24 Oct. Sampath N.R. Mrs. Nalini Sampath L-165

6 24 Oct. Krishnamoorthy S. Mrs. Jayam Krishnamoorthy A-359

7 25 Oct. Abdul Khader M.M. Mrs. Helen Khader L-086

8 29 Oct. Namasivayam R.T. Mrs. Kalyani Namasivayam L-054

9 29 Oct. Asokkumar R Mrs. A. Angayarkanni L-304

10 30 Oct. Lakshmanan R Dr. R. Padmavathy MD (Siddha) L-341

11 31 Oct. Jyothikumar J. Mrs. K.Sarojini L-245

12 31 Oct. Venkataraman Hari Mrs. Saroja Hari A-155

Visit to PPP R. Venkatesan’s house on 13.08.2021 on account of his birthday
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With best compliments from Pn Arumugam P.S. (L-339)

List of donation for August 2021

A Annual Book 21 - Advt Colour 
Back Page

Amount

1 Venkatesan R 25,000.00

B Annual Book 21 - Advt Colour FP

2 Gopalakrishnan S 12,000.00

3 Venkatachari K 12,000.00

4 Vivekanandan R 15,000.00

C Annual Book 21-Advt. B&W FP

5 Alaghiakrishnan K 6,000.00

6 George Mathew Brig 6,000.00

7 Keerthivanan K Dr & Manonmani 6,000.00

8 Madhava Rao A.G. 6,000.00

9 Nagendra Prasad - Kay Vee Pee Foundation 6,000.00

10 NEFT-Mr SRIDHARAN P 6,000.00

11 NEFT-SP AMBROSE 6,000.00

12 Ramaswami P.P. 6,000.00

13 Sreenivas V 6,000.00

D Annual Book 21-Advt B&W HP

14 Bhavani A Dr & Ashokkumar S 3,000.00

15 Jagadisan CD 3,000.00

16 John N.G. 3,000.00

17 Meera Rajagopal 3,000.00

18 Namasivayam R.T. 3,000.00

19 Panneerselvam S 3,000.00

20 Prabhakar M 3,000.00

21 Pranesan A 3,000.00

22 Radhakrishnan S Dr. 1,500.00

23 Rajan S 3,000.00

24 Rajbai Anusuya Devi Gulecha memorial Ch Tst 6,000.00

25 Ranganatha Rao S 3,000.00

26 Sampath N.R. 3,000.00

27 Singaraja M Capt 3,057.00

28 Sundera Gopalan 3,000.00

29 Venkataraman R 3,000.00

30 Vijayakumar A 3,000.00

E Annual Book 21-Advt Strip Advt

31 Gopinathan V 1,500.00

32 Hariharan V 1,500.00

33 James A L-088 1,500.00

34 Jayaraman R 1,500.00

35 Kasilingam M 6,000.00

36 Ramanathan N 1,500.00

37 Ramaswamy TS Dr. 1,500.00

38 Srinivasan T.R. 1,500.00

39 Veeraiyan P.T. 1,500.00

F Byelaw Booklet

40 Kannappan V 10.00

G Covid Relief Fund

41 Veeraiyan P.T. 1,000.00

H Edl. Sch. Scheme - Addl

42 Ammani Viswanathan 15,000.00

43 Chidambaram s 30,000.00

44 Nagalingam D 15,000.00

45 Narayanaswami Family Ch Tst 10,000.00

46 NEFT-Mr SRIDHARAN P 10,000.00

47 Ramani S.V. 20,000.00

48 Subramaniam R.G. 15,000.00

49 Veeraiyan P.T. 15,000.00

50 Venugopalan V 100.00

51 Venugopalan V 29,900.00

I Edl. Sch. Scheme - Deficit

52 Jamuna Ramasubramaniam 750.00

53 Kalyani Narayanan 1,500.00

54 Krishnan C 750.00

55 Namasivayam R.T. 1,500.00

56 Raghavendra Rao 500.00

57 Rangabhashyam P.G. 1,500.00

58 Ranganatha Rao S 4,500.00

59 Ravindran S 600.00

60 Singaraja M Capt 750

J ID Card

61 Kannappan V 100.00

K Life Membership Fee

62 Kannappan V 5,000.00

L Membership Admission Fee

63 Kannappan V 100.00

M Probuzz Annual Subscription

64 Jayaraman N 100.00

65 Subramanian V 100.00

66 Venkataraman S 100.00

N Probuzz Corpus Fund

67 Kannappan V 500.00

68 Kartik Dattatri Dore 5,000.00

O Probuzz Strip Advt

69 Kannappan V 800.00

P Sunshine Fund

70 Ranganatha Rao S 1,000.00

71 Venkataraman S 500.00

72 Venkatesan R 1,000.00

Grand Total 3,76,217.00
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With best compliments from Pn Natarajan S (L-338)

Report on Raksha Bandhan Celebrations on 23rd Aug 2021

Probus Club Ladies team celebrated the Raksha Bandhan occasion in a prominent manner. Pn Maala 
Venkatram, Pn Jayashree Kishore and Mrs Seethalakshmi Ramaraj, Secretary Pn M. Annadhurai, PPP RT 
Namasivayam, Pbn V.Ramaraj and Pn A. Damodaran called on the Director-General of Police (DGP) at his 
office at Radhakrishna Salai, Chennai on 23rd August 2021. Pn Ladies tied the Rakhi on the hand of DGP 
Dr C. Sylendra Babu IPS. They did Raksha Bandhan Pooja and offered sweets to him. He was very cordial 
and smiling and our Team was given a warm welcome at the Visitors’ Hall. A few of the photographs taken 
on the occasion are given below.

Greeting Probn Nirmala Thyagarajan 
on her Birthday

SJSCMBF Cheque for ` 10,000 given to Ms Vimala, 
recommended by HelpAge for hearing aid

SJSCMBF Cheque for ` 10,000- given to  
Ms Chandrika as assistance for hearing aid

Posted on 09 Aug 2021 in  
“Probus Club Friends Group” by Pn. Narendran

Posted on 09 Aug 2021 in  
“Probus Club Friends Group” by Pbn. Prabhakar
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With best compliments from Pn Ranganathan Rao S (L-031)
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MONTHLY MEETING will be held via ZOOM on Saturday the 25th September, 2021. 11.00 AM onwards 
(Link will be sent in email and WhatsApp)

GUEST SPEAKER: DR. V. KANAGASABAI, Vice Chancellor,
	 Bharath Institute of Higher, Education of Research 
	 (Retd. Dean, Madras Medical College)

TOPIC: Living Will

DATES TO REMEMBER : September 2021

NOTE: Letters to PROBUZZ on matters relating to PROBUZZ may kindly be addressed only to 

the editor.

கண்ணா, கண்ணா என்று கூவி அழைக்கின்றேன்

விண்ணோர் நாயகனே, அருள்வாய் அடியேனுக்கு

உன் அருள் பேரருள், கடலினும் பரந்த அருள்

குன்றம் ஏந்தி ஆநிரை காத்தாய், 

குர�ோனாவிலிருந்து காத்தருள்வாயே.

நல் வாழ்த்துக்களுடன்

- Probn K Venkatachari (L-042)

Hilarious “Murphy’s Laws”

1.	 Law of Mechanical Repair: After your hands 
become coated with grease, your nose will begin 
to itch.

2.	 Law of Gravity: Any tool, when dropped will roll to 
the least accessible corner.

From Probn K Venkatachari (L-042)


